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mark were seized. But as the wily Cardinal Granvelle
remarked, " to have seized the Prince -would have been
more important than all the rest"; and the Duke wrote
to Philip that the Prince was " the head of all." Alva
did what he could do, in the absence of Orange. In
January 1568 a solemn proclamation of outlawry was
made against the Prince, "as chief author, supporter,
and accomplice of the rebels and disturbers of the
peace." And shortly afterwards, the Count of Buren,
his eldest son and heir, was treacherously seized in the
University, befooled, and carried off to Spain, where he
was destined to pass the next twenty-eight years of his
life as Philip's prisoner, pupil, and hostage.
This was the signal for the wholesale execution of
thousands of men and women—heretics, rebels, suspects,
or plainly innocent. "N"o matter," said the monster
Vargas, the Duke's rigbt-hand man, "if the condemned
man be innocent j it will be easier for him when he is
tried in the next world ! " " The heretics sacked the
churches, the rest looked on, so all are guilty alike."
This is not the place to rehearse the infamous trial and
execution of Egmont and Horn, the horrors of Alva's
Reign of Terror, and the brutal achievements of the
Spanish Inquisition. It has been recounted with pardon-
able warmth of language by the American historian in
a well-known passage, which it is convenient again to
quote:—
The whole country became a charnel-house ; the death-bell tolled
hourly in every village ; not a family but was called to mourn for
its dearest relatives, while the survivors stalked listlessly about,
the ghosts of their former selves, among the wrecks of their forruei
homes. The spirit of the nation, within a few months after the
arrival of Alva, seemed hopelessly broken. The blood of its best

